
Dear 8th Grade Band Students and Parents,

First, great job at Junior high marching Band Night! and thank you for all the emails
saying how much you enjoyed it, that certainly means a lot. It is a favorite event for us
and one that we think about trying to improve constantly.

We are excited to welcome you to the Hinsdale South band family! As you
begin to navigate your course registration materials, we thought it would be
helpful to email you with answers to some FAQs regarding band at South.

Our hope is that this information will help affirm your decision to continue the
study of music.

During the next several weeks, we will send a few concise emails covering
different topics so that you are informed without being given too much
information to digest. Please feel free to contact me if you have any
questions or need additional information.

We also have a link just for the class of 2026 if you go to:
https://www.hinsdalesouthband.com/class-of-2026.html

Today’s topic:
Being in band at Hinsdale South

What is the time commitment?

• Band at South is a one period, year-long elective. Our band students are
involved in every kind of sport and club South has to offer. During the
fall,students participate in marching band. During the winter, students
participate in concert band and pep band.  There are typically 4-5 pep-band
performances and a band concert every semester.

•Students are not graded on home practice time, but they are graded on the
quality of preparation on their band music. All of our Syllabi and calendar are
on our website if you want todive in deeper.

Is band for everyone? What if I’m an athlete or in accelerated classes?

• Yes! Any student who wants to play will have a place in band. All classes are
leveled so students will be in an ensemble with others who are ready to move at
a similar pace.



• South band has students who are also athletes, participate in theatre/speech,
take all or mostly honors/AP classes, take electives, work part-time, and many
students who do it all.

• While schedule conflicts do sometimes happen, a lot of care is taken to
eliminate as many as possible before outside of the school day events are
scheduled while providing exceptional positive life changing experiences.
Communication is key to working through these conflicts; extra effort is given to
help students make their commitments work.

The value of a music education is something we believe is essential for the
modern high school student, and want to make every student’s participation in
band work for them and their unique situation. Our lessons help further their
journey into becoming the bright leaders of tomorrow, today. Their continuation
of a music education is one that carries with it incredible life long benefits that
transcend the classroom & stage.

No matter where your student is at in their playing, we have a place for them to
keep progressing and learning.

Will students be pulled out of core classes for lessons?

• No. All of our instruction takes place during our 5 daily classes each week,
and some outside of the day rehearsals (to put larger groups together).
Students who wish to study with a private instructor may do so during several
different times that do not take them away from academic classes.

Upcoming email topics:

• How to navigate elective choices in high school
• Balancing band with honors & AP Classes
• Benefits of music study on post-high school plans
• Sample 4 year schedules of South Band Alumni!
• Post-high school progress of South Band Alumni!


